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UPAIR
University Partnership with 
Industry Research Program
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UPAIR – Purpose

! To cultivate a competitive industry-ready 
workforce;

! To build infrastructure to train future scientists and 
engineers;

! To expand Kentucky’s capacity to innovate; and

! To develop academe-industry partnerships that 
foster collaborative research efforts
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Milestones Driven-Gated Process
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! Pre-competitive research proposals based on 
unique ideas, engaging researchers from both 
academe and industry

! Partnerships between university researchers and 
industry researchers

! Research and project-based experiences for 
undergraduate and graduate students

! Internships, co-ops, and entrepreneurial training
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UPAIR In-Process Metrics & 
Outputs
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• Transition research from idea, to experimental phase, 
into viable research partnerships
• Develop multi-university or multi-organizational 

centers or research efforts to increase the 
Commonwealth’s research base
• Support existing and cultivate new public/private 

partnerships which are of value to our state, industries, 
and universities
• Increase the percentage of university-based research 

funded by industry
• Develop a workforce with skills applicable to industry 

needs
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UPAIR Program Outcomes
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For More Information

• UPAIR Program Page

• If you are not already receiving 
KSEF’s ‘Funding and Training 
Opportunities’ emails, sign up via 
the link at http://ksef.kstc.com

• KSEF announcements are also 
available via Twitter: @KSEF_Team

• We will also respond to questions 
emailed to KSEFpm@kstc.com

http://ksef.kstc.com/index.php/funding-programs/upair
http://ksef.kstc.com/
mailto:ksefpm@kstc.com
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PI & Co-PI Eligibility
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Application Instructions 
Continued

• Use your previous KSEF login for this application; 
click ‘Forgot Your Password?’ if you don’t know it

• Click ‘Create New Application’ to begin applying for 
the solicitation

• You may save your information and login later to 
continue editing your in-process application; 
however, you must ‘Finalize and Submit’ the 
application before the deadline

http://applications.kstc.com/
mailto:KSEFpm@kstc.com
mailto:KSEFpm@kstc.com


!"#$%#&!$%

'

If you have difficulty 
entering information 
into the online 
application system, 
contact us at 
KSEFpm@kstc.com
by noon on May 8, 
2018

Reasons an Application will NOT 
be Accepted

• See details in the UPAIR documents posted at 
http://ksef.kstc.com

Ø Program Description, Proposal Preparation and 
Submission Instructions (aka Program Guidelines) 
describe the full scope of the UPAIR program

Ø Request for Proposals (RFP) sets specific limits for this 
current round

mailto:ksefpm@kstc.com
http://ksef.kstc.com/
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Review Process

• Applications submitted undergo a three-tier 
administrative process: KSEF PM + ED + KSTC
• Accepted Applications Review
• Peer review and/or panel evaluation
• KSEF Advisory Board confirmation 
• KSTC Advisory Board Executive Committee 

approval of awards
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Important Dates for IDEATE Phase 

• Application period closes 8 May, 2018 
(4:00 PM EST)

• Award announcements will be made in 
June 2018

• Award start date is 1 July, 2018

• Request for Proposal (RFP) opens 27 April, 2018

• Questions period closes 8 May, 2018 (12 Noon EST)
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Questions?


